BATAILLE AND QUEER PERFORMANCE

featuring Ron Athey and Dominic Johnson

2:00pm – 5:30pm. Wednesday, 16th June 2010

Room G16

Martin Harris Centre

University of Manchester

Dissident Surrealist writer Georges Bataille is much cited in the literature of postmodernism. Branded an “excremental philosopher” by André Breton, an assessment of the utility of Bataille’s singular body of writing for queer theory and queer art practices is overdue. This half-day seminar with invited Bataille specialists and leading scholars of performance art will begin to redress that neglect. Terms from a queer glossary of Bataillean concepts will be presented. A conversation between performance artists Ron Athey and Dominic Johnson will follow in which they will show videos of their work    and talk about their interest in Bataille. A final roundtable will broaden the perspective by addressing themes of abjection and wounding in live body art; AIDS and visual culture; performance and political activism.
Speakers will include: Prof Amelia Jones (McGill, Montreal); Dr Jonathan Katz (SUNY, Buffalo); Prof David Lomas (Manchester); Dr Charlie Miller (Manchester); Dr Combiz Moussavi Aghdam (Manchester); Dr Monica Pearl (Manchester); Prof Jeremy Tambling (Manchester).

The colloquium is hosted by the Centre for the Study of Surrealism and its Legacies, which currently has an AHRC-funded project on “Surrealism & Dissident Sexualities.”

Those wishing to attend are asked to reserve a place. Please contact Lisa Newman (lisa@2gyrlz.org) who can also provide readings.  
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